






MAZAL TOV, ANDREW

ON THIS WELL-DESERVED HONOR!

“If you put your mind to it, you can accomplish anything.”
-Marty McFly

Andrew, you have ‘put your mind to it’ on so many, many things 

throughout your life. Since the moment you were born, you’ve 

amazed us all with your multitude of talents, brilliance, humor, 

and empathy. You are a Renaissance Man and true mensch — 

and we are so fortunate to be your family. We are so proud of 

what you do for Or Ami and the greater Jewish community!

We love you forever,

Mom and Dad
Olya and Aiden

Jaclyn, Joshua, Avi, & Sidney



A Wonderful Honor 

For A Wonderful Lady 

Congratulations 

Judy 

Barbara & Richard 
Lawrence



Andrew, you are a shining example of dedication to youth 

mentorship and the embodiment of Jewish values in action. 

Through your unwavering commitment to guiding and inspiring 

the next generation, you have become a beacon of light for so 

many Or Ami youth. 

Your boundless enthusiasm and fun attitude make learning so  

enjoyable, and you foster an environment where kids and teens 

thrive! As a mentor, your approach begins with a caring heart 

and a genuine desire to see people succeed, instilling within 

them a sense of confidence and self-worth. Through your tireless 

efforts, you shape lives and leave an indelible mark on the hearts 

and minds of all who have had the privilege of knowing you. Your  

legacy at Or Ami will undoubtedly serve as a testament to the 

profound impact that one individual can have when driven by a 

genuine desire to uplift others and create a better tomorrow.

We love working with you and are so proud of you! 

With love, 

Icela Alcala, Rachel Altfeld Fox, Cantor Rabbi Kyle Cotler, Lisa Friedman,  

Kellie Gilmore, Rabbi Paul Kipnes, Samantha Thal, Lisette Tuohy, 

Shonda Walkovitz, Laura Wohl, Rabbi Lana Zilberman Soloway



Mazal tov Andrew.  
They are so lucky 

to have you at Or Ami.  

We love you!  

Joann and Yossi Oseary 
and all the staff at 

SOMEONE’S IN THE KITCHEN



Mazel Tov to Nancy Cole 

for being honored for all your 

wonderful work and dedication 

to the Or Ami Village. 

May you continue to be an inspiration 

to your family, friends, and your community. 

Congratulations to all the honorees. 

The Mayer/Cowan Family



Dear Andrew,
Our kids love Or Ami and you are a huge reason why! 

Thank you for always putting your heart into making them laugh, 
being welcoming, and making each one feel special. 

We love you!

The Kesher Kids and their Families

In their own words:

“He’s just Andrew. Like. He’s JUST Andrew.  
He’s THE Andrew. And that should be enough.”  – Noah C.

“I appreciate that Andrew has taught me a lot about playing guitar. One of my favorite memories 
is playing “hashkiveinu” with Andrew at Kesher. Andrew believing in me song leading was a pivotal 

moment in making me want to continue playing guitar at Or Ami.”  – Micah P.

He’s funny. Because he was a  
dreidel for Hanukkah.  – Ezra

“He says he’s not a Swifty, 
but he totally is.”  – Eva

Eva and Ezra Abrams

Dalia Beckett

Aaron Boyarsky

Isabella and Jonah Campbell

Sammi and Jacob Chesler

Julian Chusid

Avery and Paige Cohan

Joanna Collica

Noah Colon

Erzsi Dalyai

Izzy and Sammy Deckter

Abby Fox

Misha Frank

Liam and Olivia Frank

Owen and Wyatt Frimmer

Evan and Brenna Geier

Samantha Gerrman

Annabel Green

Brayden and Blake Greene

Aiden and Brooke Hersh

Raegan and Miles Kass

Kira and Zachary Katz

Lily and Fiona Kibrick

Addison and Skyler Koumoulis

Abby Michael

Noah Orlowski

Elijah, Judah, and Micah Paul

Haven Peters

Lucy Rabbani

Viviana Ruiz-Lazar

Lleyton Schapiro

Jordan Sieden

Reed Slatoff

Talya Doron, Shalev, 

	 and Yahel Soloway

Lily Stern

Joshua Surbeck

Cassidy Tronson

Charlotte and Kailey Ulise
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ole model

lways cares about us

apper 

e love Andrew!!

ncouraging, no matter what

everendingly hilarious

What Our Teens Say About Andrew

taken from 
their own words!

Ezra and Jonah Bookman

Jordan and Nathan Dashevsky

Kane Echols

Sierra Frank

Siena and Braden Gabele

Max Gilbert

Sydney Green

Carly and Mason Klein

Jack and Sophia Lieberman

Shoshana and Linus Lindon

Colin and Noah Mayer

Frannie and Avi Minsk

Benjamin and Alexa Navins

Sophia and Lola Nedick

Jason and Hudson Powers

Brennan, Cooper, and Levi Ratican 

Maya Rozenberg

Mia Ruiz-Lazar

Talia, Lielle, and Kaia Sitomer

Lillian Spratt

Josie Tronson

Tobin and Piper Williams

Dani and Darah Zucker



Thank you to Or Ami 
for 

Staying Strong 
with 

our Stand with Israel. 
Warm Congratulations 
to this year’s Honorees. 

Linda and Mark
Wolfson



When you are a part of Or Ami, 

no matter your age, 

there is a place for everyone. 

For our younger and teen congregants, 

Andrew Fromer shares his creativity, 

enthusiasm, and musical talent 

to engage our students and make 

Judaism relevant and fun. 

At the other end of the spectrum, 

Nancy Cole and Judy Friedman 

create programming for our experienced 

congregants, including classes, games, 

outings, book discussions, and virtual travel. 

Thank you, Andrew, Nancy, and Judy 

for making Or Ami a place for us all. 

Jerry and Nina Treiman



To 

Judy Friedman, Nancy Cole, 

and Andrew Fromer,

Your dedication to building community 

and shared experiences 

has brought light to all ages of our 

Or Ami community. 

Thank you for giving so much 

of yourselves to all of us.

Blessings,

Lisa and Hugh Roberts



This year, we are so proud and excited to join our  
Or Ami community in honoring three very special people.

Judy and Nancy, you are two amazing souls who have  
so successfully brought together the wise and wonderful  

elders of our Jewish community in the Or Ami Village, an oasis  
of warmth and camaraderie. We are continually touched by  
your grace, your kindness, your humility, your warmth, and  

your ability to magically create bonds between our  
partners, creating a legacy of light and joy.

Andrew, you have enormous responsibility in ushering  
our Jewish youth through the various phases of an Or Ami  

education, and you do it all with such thought, such dedication, 
such menschiness, and a wry sense of humor. Because of you, 

young minds thrive, hearts connect, and spirits soar.  
You and your music bring so much joy into our lives, as  

our younger generation embraces their Jewishness.

The ties that bind everyone at Or Ami together are made  
so much stronger by all three of you, and we eagerly honor  

and pay tribute to you tonight! Mazal Tov!

Beth & Brad Cohan
Marni & Tony Colón

Rachel & Paul Dashevsky
Michelle & Seth Finkelstein

Cia Jacobs
Lesli & Peter Kraut

Alan Lazar & Gustavo Ruiz
Erin & Marc Mayer

Debby & Davidson Pattiz
Rachel & Jared Paul



The Monday Morning
Men’s Kibbitz Club

gratefully recognizes all of the

contributions you’ve made to Or Ami

Nancy Cole, Judy Friedman,
and Andrew Fromer

Mazel Tov on this 

honorary celebration!

Your Friends,

Scott & Fariba Cooper
 Sid & Sharon Goldberg

Matt & Hedi Gross
Fred & Susie Gruber 

Ralph & Jackie Lacher
Randy & Allison Levine

Joe & Jodi Miller
Jeff & Kellie Singer

 Mark & Frieda Swedelson



THANK YOU
Nancy, Judy, & Andrew

           
For your inspiration and all you do 

to make Congregation Or Ami 
such a special place.

    Congratulations and Best Wishes 
on your very special day!

With Love, 

Terry & Rich Abrams

Helene & Andy Baker

Sandee & Joel Greene

Susie & Fred Gruber

Jeff & Donna Hennes



Judy and Nancy, 

Thank you so much for all you have done to build  

our Or Ami Village, bringing our “55 and better” 

community a wealth of entertainment, events,  

education opportunities, and camaraderie,  

making this into the wonderful group it is today.  

You both are amazing!!! 

 

Andrew,

Thank you so much for watching over 

our Or Ami youth and creating such a welcoming 

and fun environment for our kids and young adults. 

We appreciate and celebrate you and all 

you bring to Or Ami’s families!!!

Cathie and Richard Rutkin

Tracy and Craig Steinhauer



Judy and Nancy…

Our Or Ami Village leaders Judy and Nancy 

stand as a shining example of what is possible 

with passion, dedication, and unwavering determination.

Their commitment in organizing Or Ami Village 

grew out of a need to create a group of congregants 

with similar desires for activities, friendship, 

and community for those “55 and better.” 

During a very challenging time, their continuous 

pursuit generated exciting opportunities.

As we reflect on Judy and Nancy’s accomplishments, 

let us celebrate the qualities that have shaped  

their success – perseverance, humility, and persistence.

Their vision should serve as an inspiration to all.

Andrew…

 Your dedication and enthusiasm  

in creating youth programs is an example of  

true devotion to our congregation.
 

The extraordinary skills and creativity that you  

possess produce meaningful moments for  

our Or Ami community.

 

With much admiration and love,

Ike and Brooke Praw



Congratulations to 

Nancy Cole and Judy Friedman 
for receiving the 

Samuel A. Wolfson Community Leadership Award.
 

Tonight we celebrate Nancy and Judy for their vision, 

hard work, and dedication to the Or Ami Village. 

Nancy and Judy began the Village 5 years ago, 

working diligently to model a “Village” where partners 

would come together to support one another 

and form new friendships and connections.
 

Judy and Nancy started the Village 

with a core group of 17 members and today 

we are a village of 124 members who have 

joined together to thank them for connecting us to 

each other and adding another dimension 

to our partnership at Or Ami.

 

Or Ami Villagers



Nancy and Judy
Or Ami has always been about “People Matter.”  

This is so true in the way The Or Ami Village for people  
“55 and Better” began and how it has connected over  

140 partners in interest-driven bi-weekly activities.  
Movies, speakers, tourist trips, music, food, and more are  

some of what Nancy and Judy envisioned and brought to life.

Nancy and Judy bring energy, ideas, and resources to create  
a sustainable organization where so many partners now  

feel connected. Friendships have been formed, ideas  
explored, and fun enjoyed by all.

	 Bonnie and Dan Germain	 Shelly and Gary Gluck

	 Laurie and Steve Keleman	 Marla and Stephen Landis

Brooke and Ike Praw

Mazel Tov to Or Ami’s incomparable  
Youth Engagement Coordinator for

 
Amplifying

New

Directions in

Religious Action

& Jewish Education

With Wit, Wisdom, Warmth, and Wonder!
 

The chord you strike with youth and teens is music to our ears.
 

With Love,

The Pattiz Family



Dear Nancy & Judy,

It is because of people like you that 
Or Ami continues to thrive. 

Thank you for all of your sincere work 
& dedication to our vibrant Village.

Mazel tov on this well deserved honor!

Shirley Newman

Cheers to J.A.N. ! 

Thank you 
for all you have done on behalf of C.O.A.

Your creativity and drive are inspiring.

We cannot wait to see what you do next.

Thank you,

Jill and Mark Shear

 



Congratulations 
to this year’s honorees

Nancy Cole, Judy Friedman, 
and Andrew Fromer

Thank you for all the work and dedication to Or Ami. 

Robbie and Jodi Groff

Andrew 
“It is not the things we get but the hearts we touch 

that will measure success” – unknown

Thank you for all the hearts you  
continue to touch and all you do for our children.  

You are appreciated and loved.

Bonnie and Dan Germain

Shelly and Gary Gluck

Laurie and Steve Keleman

Marla and Stephen Landis

Brooke and Ike Praw



CONGRATULATIONS
Judy Friedman & Nancy Cole 

and 

Andrew Fromer
for receiving your much deserved awards!

Thank you for everything you do  
for Congregation Or Ami.

Sincerely, Lynn Franklin

Judy & Nancy, 
Our congregation shines more brightly because of you.

Mazel Tov and thank you for bringing 
	 V	ision

	 I	nspiration

	 L	eadership

	 L	earning

	 A	nd

	 G	enuine (Groundbreaking! Gobsmacking!)

	 E	ngagement 

     	   to the Or Ami community.

With Love, 

The Pattiz Family



Thank you to 

the Steering Committee 

and all the Villagers who participated 

and shared in growing our Or Ami Village. 

What an incredible surprise that,

at this wonderful time in our lives, 

we would find such meaningful 

friendships and connections!

With love and so much gratitude,

Judy and Nancy

 

Congratulations Judy!

Thank you for creating 
such a warm and welcoming 

community at Or Ami.

Much Love,

Penny Endelman
Linda and Steve Luttbeg

Jennifer and Thomas Seigner



Judy and Nancy,

Thank you for your 

spirit, energy, and passion 

for our community. 

You shine a big light on Or Ami.

Susie and Fred Gruber

Nancy
In appreciation of all 

your hard work and devotion.

You have given so much to so many. 

We are grateful. 

Many thanks, 

Lynn Ingber and Howard Weithorn



Dear Judy
Mazel Tov on this amazing program 

you helped to develop! 

You bring so much joy to all 

who are lucky enough to know you! 

Much love, 

Sue, Tom, Danielle, David, Adin, Nate, & Talia

Mazel Tov
Nancy Cole

We are delighted that our Or Ami family is experiencing  

what we have known for so long: you build and strengthen  

communities and friendships by sharing your warmth,  

inspiration, and caring support. We appreciate you.

And congratulations to this year’s other honorees,  

Judy Friedman and Andrew Fromer,  

for also inspiring us to lead meaningful Jewish lives.

Your “Ventura” friends,

Dorothy Elchoness, Patty Thompson, and Jon Youngerman



Andrew
Congratulations, 

well deserved, so happy for you!  

Ronda Spinak

Andrew,

Thank you for your dedication 

to our Or Ami children. 

Your spirit, energy, teachings, and guidance 

are mentoring our future adults 

to have strong Jewish values. 

You are extraordinary!!!

Susie and Fred Gruber



Dear Nancy, 
We are so thrilled that you are being honored  
for your wonderful work with Or Ami Village!  

You are a most amazing person, and your  
passion for our Jewish community, your wisdom,  
and your caring spirit combine to shine a bright  

light in the hearts of all who know you. 
Mazel Tov on this marvelous achievement! 

You have truly made the world a better place. 

With much love, 
Ilene and Howard Gavenman

To Judy and Nancy, 
Could there be leaders who are more  

vibrant, gracious, and loving than you?  
Starting Or Ami Village with you was a privilege  

(and great fun!). You have built a truly magnificent  
community, a true embodiment of the Jewish value:

Kol yisrael arevim zeh bazeh
We are all responsible for one another.

 
With warmest wishes and deep gratitude,

Rabbi Beth Lieberman and Steve Landau



Mazel Tov 
Judy Friedman and Nancy Cole 

on this incredible honor.

Your inspiration, determination, leadership, and boundless creativity 

created a spark within the Or Ami adult community. Thank you for your  

sacred work in creating a kehillah (community) inside THIS Or Ami kehillah 

(community). I am excited to honor your legacy, Nancy and Judy,  

the Village crafted by love, dedication and shared dreams.

With love and respect,

Rabbi Julia Weisz

Andrew, 

A winning combination – 

A Singing Leader! 

So proud of you! 

And, love your family! 

Diane & Jules Kabat



Mazel Tov!
Nancy

It takes a Village! 
With gratitude to all 

who make the Or Ami Village 

a vibrant community. 

The Synagogue Village Network 
Rabbi Laura Geller   David Levy   Shifra Teitelbaum



Judy–

We’re so proud 
of you & love you 

to pieces!

xoxo 

Miki and Bruce  
Baumgarten

Keep 
on coloring… 

Congratulations, 
Judy

     

Love, 
“Cuzzie” Susan Manis 
Callen and Jeff Callen

Congratulations 
Judy!

I can’t think of 
anyone more deserving.

Lots of love,
Paula Shelby

Andrew, 
From song leader for youth 

and young adults to becoming 

part of the Kesher faculty, 

and now as our 

Youth Engagement Coordinator, 

you have taken your work 

with our kids to new heights!

Your dedication and commitment 

are certainly evident in all the 

work you have done with 

our kids at Or Ami.

Mazel Tov,

Lucille and Paul Goldin



Andrew ~ 

We have watched you  
for over 33 years as you’ve  
navigated the path which  

has brought you to this  
wonderful place and this  
moment of well-deserved  

recognition.
  

We are so thrilled for  
you and send you our heartfelt  
congratulations and love along  

with our wishes for your  
continued success.

Love,  
Jan and Bob Ackerman

Judy ~

Congratulations 

on your well-deserved honor. 

Ever since we were little girls, 

I knew this day would come. 

Simply put, 

you are the best. 

Love, Big Les

Honoring 

our 

dear friend, 

Judy Friedman

Love,
Jaynie & Bob 

Smeerin

Andrew –

You are such an amazing 

and inspiring leader for our kids. 

We very much appreciate all 

you do for them and all the 

Or Ami students. 

Congrats on the honor! 

With love from the Seigels 

(Alli, Matt, Charlie, and Benny)



Judy,
Congrats on the 

wonderful honor! 
Appreciate  

you and Harry 
and all your 

contributions  
to Or Ami. 

Lots of love from the Seigels 
(Alli, Matt, Charlie and Benny)

Andrew —
 

Thank you for making Kesher  
both enriching and fun every day  
for our daughter and all the other  

kids whose future you nurture  
week after week! Your commitment,  

energy, and love all come through  
in everything you do for Or Ami.  

Congratulations and we are  
wishing for you what you wish for  

yourself in the years to come. 

With love and gratitude, 

Joshua, Jennifer, 
and Dalia Beckett

Nancy and Judy,

You have made Or Ami  
into a makom, a home for  

those of us 50+ and better.  
You have brought us good  

times, new friends, 
and smiles. 

We have more reasons to 
remain at Or Ami.

Laurie and Steve Keleman

Our entire 
community is 

grateful 
to 

Nancy Cole 
for all she does 

to repair our world.

Linda and Russ 
Charvonia



To Andrew, 

Each note of your guitar 
brings us closer together 

in community.

Engaging.
Attitude.

Delightful.
Guitar with inspiring sounds.

Beautiful words.
Elevating the spirit.

Thank you Andrew  
for sharing your gifts.

Laurie and Steve 
Keleman 

Nancy and Judy, 

You both need to be 

commended for your dedication  

and commitment to growing the 

Or Ami Village into what it is today! 

It has become a robust community  

of people “55 and better” 

with many choices of programs, 

fun activities, and opportunities 

to create lasting friendships.

Thank you for all you do.

Mazel Tov,

Lucille and Paul Goldin

Nancy Cole, Judy Friedman, 
Andrew Fromer

Congratulations on 
being honored at our 

Or Ami One celebration.
You are each so deserving of 

this honor with your outstanding
contributions, hard work, and the

love you have for our special 
and unique synagogue.

It’s our home away from home.
We are so grateful for all you do, 

and for who you are.

With much love,
Curt Gorlick and Terri Novak

 

Congratulations,  

Judy, 

on your well-deserved  

honor for your dedication 

to Or Ami Village! 

With much love 
and admiration,

 
Annette and Stan Block



The Following People Would Like to Honor

Nancy Cole, Judy Friedman, and Andrew Fromer

Cantor Mark Childs

Linda and Scott Cole

Danielle Walsmith and David Eshaghpour

The Echols Family

Susie Flam

Patti and Gary Friedman

Heather and Scott Frimmer

Karen Goldenberg

Susan and Fred Granich

Christal and Jim Kass

Susan E. Katzman

David Levy

Robert and Patti Murray

Deborah and Ron Pollack

Jill and Jenny Reder

Sherry Rosenberg

Richard and Susan Shamban

Suzanne Levenson-Goldstein and Steve Goldstein

Patty Thompson

Fantasia Felicia Weiner

Andy Kaplan and Allison Wright

Jan Zlotowicz



Views and opinions expressed by Congregation Or Ami are not necessarily  
shared by the Ronald Reagan Presidential Library and Foundation.

Congregation Or Ami is a sanctuary of kindness,  
a safe Jewish community for today, your second home

     
Bask in our welcoming, inclusive, 
musical, innovative Jewish community. 

     
Connect with warm, 

accessible, insightful clergy. 
     
Be spiritually inspired.

     
Discover deep connections 

with Torah, Israel and the Holy One.
     

Partner with others who seek  
justice to change the world.

     
If this kind of community feels exciting to you, then stop by to schmooze (talk)  

or grab a cup of coffee with our rabbis. We know you will feel the warmth. 

Come home to Judaism. Come home to Congregation Or Ami.

Rabbi Paul Kipnes   rabbipaul@orami.org         Rabbi Lana Zilberman Soloway   rabbilana@orami.org

Cantor Rabbi Kyle Cotler   cantorkyle@orami.org        President Richard Rutkin      rrutkin@gmail.com



 

J U DY  F R I E DM A N

Congratulations On Being Honored 

with the

SA MUEL  A . WOLFSON
COMMUNIT Y LE ADERSHIP

AWARD

With gratitude for your devotion–and for
always leading with Sechel and Heart

Love, Mark E
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